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Pastorôs pen 

  Godôs Rescue Operation 
 

Think about this: how do you deal with a big mess? Do you 
ignore it? Do you make a plan? Do you enlist help? 
 

Last monthôs reading from the Westminster Shorter Catechism (WSC) 
left us in the middle of a cosmic mess: sin ï rebellion against God ï 
has broken our relationships, bodies, characters, and world. But the 
good news starts in this monthôs reading (WSC 20-28; see below for 
full text). God hasnôt left us in our mess! 
 
The catechism says that God approaches the problem of sin with a 
plan. Imagine an architect, designing blueprints years before a carpen-
ter ever swings a hammer. Likewise, before the world was made, be-
fore even time began, God made a plan, choosing to rescue you from 
the curse of sin and death. To replace the works-based ñcovenant of 
lifeò that we failed to keep, God planned a new ñcovenant of grace.ò 
 
A blueprint can be helpful, but itôs only any good if itôs followed. Lines 
on paper arenôt that useful unless we can turn them into a real build-
ing; you need the right sort of personnel to make the dream a reality. 
Thankfully the Son of God makes Godôs plan of a salvation a reality. 
As the only who is both truly God and truly human (the miracle we cel-
ebrate at Christmas) Jesus is the only one able to complete Godôs cos-
mic restoration project. 
 
The WSC further states that Jesus plays three key roles in construct-
ing our salvation: he serves as prophet, priest, and king. 
 
What does a prophet do? While we often think, ñTell the future,ò strictly 
speaking, a prophet is ñone who speaks for God.ò As the greatest 
prophet, Jesus brings us Godôs clearest and most important message: 
ñI love you.ò  
__________________________ 
  
1 Henri Nouwen, Life of the Beloved (New York: Crossroad, 1992), 49-50.  

 

Weėve Got Mail 
 

Dear members of First Presbyterian Church in Huron, 
 

 We know you probably already received receipts for 
your gifts to the Presbyterian Hunger Program totaling 
$1,080.23 so far this year.  Even so, we in the Hunger Pro-
gram noticed your generosity and want to thank you.   
 
 Through the prophet Isiah, God called the people to 
seek justice and defend the oppressed.  Your gifts to the 
Hunger Program are accomplishing this work in the United 
States and around the world.  Gardens are growing sustaina-
bly, land is being reclaimed, those long denied fair wages are 
being lifted up, and many who lived in poverty are finding re-
newed livelihoods.  The compassion of Christ through the 
Church is at work. 
 
Thank you for continuing with us in the mission of alleviating 
hunger and eliminating its causes 
 
With a grateful heart, 
Ruth Farrell, PHP Coordinator 

  
December Funerals 

 

CAKE PROVIDERS AND WORKERS  
Becky Casper, Janice Christensen, Helen Clark, Diane Clay-
ton, Alissa Crandall, Maggie Caudell, Barb Daugherty, Joan 
Daugherty, Keith & Corinne Decker, Jack & Sharon DeDeyne 
Betty Dornbush, Eileen Dracy, Shirley Duxbury. 
 

PW Safe Birth Campaign       
Quarters save lives! 

100 quarters saves one life. 
Deposit quarters in the Blue Tube in the East 

Room 
 
Do something special for your December Birth-
day by donating a penny for each year of 
your age to the PWôs Birthday Box in the east 
room. You will help fund their mission projects  
Have a special happy birthday! 
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What is a priest? While we often think of an old man performing 
a ritual, strictly speaking, a priest is ñone who brings us to God.ò 
As the greatest priest, Jesus offers himself on the cross as the 
once-and-for-all sacrifice that brings us back to God.  

 
What does a king do? While we often picture a guy in fancy robes 
sitting on a throne, the biblical picture of kingship means that Jesus 
completes our salvation by winning us over to his side, defending us, 
and ultimately defeating all those who oppose his good, holy, and 
just reign. 
 
But what does all that mean for you? It means that God chose you 
for life before the beginning of time. It means that Christ is the A-Z, 
the beginning and end of your deliverance. It all depends on Christôs 
choice, Christôs life, Christôs death, and Christôs resurrection ï not 
yours! Not even partly! Christ didnôt choose you because youôre a 
great person; you arenôt! (No offense, but none of us are!) Rather, 
God chose you because he loves you. Let your heart rest in that 
fact, because if your salvation depends on God, then nothing can 
derail it!  
 
Henri Nouwen has written, ñYou have to celebrate your chosenness 
constantly. This means saying óthank youô to God for having chosen 
you, and óthank youô to all who remind you of your chosenness. Grat-
itude is the most fruitful way of deepening your consciousness that 
you are not an óaccident,ô but a divine choice.ò 
 
Questions for Reflection: 
What has God done to rescue you? 
How is the ñcovenant of lifeò different than the ñcovenant of 
graceò? 

What do you think of the idea that God chose you before you 
chose God? Does it comfort you? Inspire you? 

 
Scripture for Reflection: 
Ephesians 1:3-14 

 
Next Month: WSC Q/A 29-38 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

       
 

                             Birthday open house for  
 Madelyn Nickelson  

        December 22, 1 -5pm,  
             Church dining room.  

CENTS ABILITY UPDATEé 

Holy Buckets Penny Offering November  $328.91 
1/3 Hunger Program, 1/3 Menôs Prayer Breakfast/Salvation Army 

meat, 1/3 Helping Hands for food.  
Total for year 2016:  $4,952.79 

 

 

December Celebrations 

Birthdays: Jo Polly 83, Madelyn Nickelson 89,  Joan Daugherty 
84, Iris Brown 94 
Anniversaries: Pete & Linda Marcus 47, Henry & Jackie Siev-
ers 54, Jake & Nadean Vilhauer 55 
 

         Welcome  
 

New Members:   Eric Bliss, Lisa Gogolin, Gary Gogolin 
 
Newly baptized member Brantley Dale Wipf, son of 
Derek & Kimberly Wipf.  Proud grandparents are Scott 
& Jennifer Eggleston and Corinne Wipf 

Weėve Got Mail 

Thank you for the very pretty pink carnations.  Pink is 

one of my favorite colors and carnations last a long time.  

It helped make my 90th birthday special.  You will cer-

tainly be blessed for your love and kindness. 

  Berneice Muilenburg 



Sunday:  

§ Sunday School begins  @ 9:10am.    3yrs -K, 
1st -3rd, 4th & 5th, 6th -8th, 9th -12th  Adults 

Classes.  
§ Worship at 10:30  
§ Menõs Prayer Breakfast 

      The men meet for breakfast the 1st and 3rd     
                Sunday of the month at 8:00 am at the Plains   
                for breakfast. 
Wednesday:  

§ Praise Team meets at 5:10  
§ Choir at 6:30  
§ LOGOS  Kñ8th grade and Senior Highs meet 

for a meal at 6:00 pm.  Congregation members 
may eat with them for a $2.00 donation.  

§ Covenant Group Meets in fellowship hall at 

 11:00am  on the 3rd Wednesday.  
Thursday:  

§ A non denominational Bible Study meets at 
9:30 am every Thursday, upper level of the CE 
Wing.  All are welcome to join.  

 
 

§ Circles meet the 2nd Thursday Dec. 8  

     Hope Circle at 9:30 am ð Fellowship hall  
     Joy Circle at 1:30 pm  - Fellowship hall  

     _____________________________ 
 

 1st - 8th Grade  

Schedule  
  Dec.   7 Angel Tree Shopping.   
                            Bring  $5 if able.  
 14  Family Time, Bible Study, Worship  
                            Arts/Rec 
         21       Family Time, Bible Study, Worship  
                           Arts/Rec 
        28        No Logos  

.Catechism Questions & Answers 20-28 
 
Q20. Did God leave all mankind to perish in the estate of sin and misery? 
A20. God having, out of his mere good pleasure, from all eternity, elected 
some to everlasting life, did enter into a covenant of grace, to deliver them out of 
the estate of sin and misery, and to bring them into an estate of salvation by a Re-
deemer. 
 
Q21. Who is the Redeemer of God's elect? 
A21. The only Redeemer of God's elect is the Lord Jesus Christ, who, being 
the eternal Son of God, became man, and so was, and continues to be, God and 
man in two distinct natures, and one person, forever. 
 
Q22. How did Christ, being the Son of God, become man? 
A22. Christ, the Son of God, became man, by taking to himself a true body, 
and a reasonable soul, being conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost, in the 
womb of the Virgin Mary, and born of her, yet without sin. 
 
Q23. What offices doth Christ execute as our Redeemer? 
A23. Christ, as our Redeemer, executes the offices of a prophet, of a priest, 
and of a king, both in his estate of humiliation and exaltation. 
 
Q24. How doth Christ execute the office of a prophet? 
A24. Christ executes the office of a prophet, in revealing to us, by his word 
and Spirit, the will of God for our salvation. 
 
Q25. How doth Christ execute the office of a priest? 
A25. Christ executes the office of a priest, in his once offering up of himself a 
sacrifice to satisfy divine justice, and reconcile us to God, and in making continual 
intercession for us. 
 
Q26. How doth Christ execute the office of a king? 
A26. Christ executes the office of a king, in subduing us to himself, in  
 

Q27. Wherein did Christ's humiliation consist? 
A27. Christ's humiliation consisted in his being born, and that in a low condi-
tion, made under the law, undergoing the miseries of this life, the wrath of God, 
and the cursed death of the cross; in being buried, and continuing under the power 
of death for a time. 
 
Q28. Wherein consists Christ's exaltation? 

A28. Christ's exaltation consists in his rising again from the dead on the third day, in ascending up into heaven, in sitting at t
world at the last day. 

20 Operation Christmas Child Shoe Boxes 

were packed by Sunday School classes 

and 38 by members of the congregation.    




