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Pastorôs Pen: Wrath & Love 
 Last month I encountered plenty of moral outrage: 
shock about the rough handling of a United Airlines pas-

senger by police, dismay about the gassing of civilians in Syria, 
and horror when a young man murdered a stranger just to post 
the killing on the internet.  Situations like these rightly provoke a 
gut reaction from us; ñThatôs just not right!ò This sense of moral 
outrage should be a reference point for you as you read the 
Westminster Shorter Catechism (WSC) Q. &. A. 82-87. 

This brief section makes a couple points and then offers 
the logical conclusion: 1) We canôt fully obey Godôs law, but actu-
ally break it every day. 2) Every sin deserves ñGodôs wrath.ò 
Therefore, 3) we deserve Godôs wrath. 
 What? We deserve Godôs wrath? This is an uncomforta-
ble thought. Raised singing ñJesus Loves Me,ò we are often re-
sistant to the idea that God is wrathful. What could the catechism 
possibly mean?Remember your own horror, moral outrage, and 
shock at the atrocities that occur in the world. Remember your 
own anger when your taxes go up or your property values go 
down! We all can get angry when we think something is wrong. 
 If we, fallible human beings, are morally outraged at 
senseless violence and injustice, how much more the perfect 
God? ñGodôs wrath in the Bible is never the capricious, self-
indulgent, irritable, morally ignoble thing that human anger so 
often is. It is, instead, a right and necessary reaction to objective 
moral evil.ò
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 In other words, itôs possible to understand Godôs wrath as 
the flip-side of Godôs love, which though tender, is not senti-
mental. It is precisely because God loves us that God is morally 
outraged at the evil in the world ï and in our lives. Think about it: 
we only let those we dislike or donôt care about go the way of self

-destruction. Likewise, God loves us enough           όŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘύ 
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/ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŀƴ WΦ LΦ tŀŎƪŜǊΣ ƛƴ YƴƻǿƛƴƎ DƻŘΣ мрмΦ 

 

PW Thank You 
The Presbyterian Church Women had a very successful salad 
luncheon again this year. We had a nice variety of salads and 
muffins which brought many compliments. Many thanks to all 
who helped us. Without your support & participation, we could 
not complete our mission projects.  
Judy Neuharth, PW Moderator  
  

Please pick up your dishes and pans in the kitchen  

Graduate Recognition 

Emily Arteman, Huron High School May 28 

Emily will be attending University of  South Dakota 

Alex Griffith,  Huron High School May 28  

Brianna Lichty,  Huron High School May 28 

Brianna plans to attend the University of Minnesota 

Alyssa Schwartz,  Huron High School May 28 

Alyssa will be attending South Dakota State University 

Dillon Peterson, Precision Marching LATI May 12 

Dillion plans to return to work at PJôs Machine shop 

Alex Kopfmann,  BBA USD  May 6  

Alex will return to work with Stanôs Inc.  

Susan Peterson,  MA  USD May 6 

Susan plans to be a  Speech Language Pathologist 

Rev Andrew Crandall,  D.Min.   

Dubuque Seminary May 13 
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CENTS ABILITY UPDATE�«  
�+�R�O�\���%�X�F�N�H�W�V���3�H�Q�Q�\���2�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J April $386.99 

1/3 Hunger Program, 1/3 Menôs Prayer Breakfast/Salvation Army 
meat, 1/3 Helping Hands for food.  
Total for year 2017:  $1719.65 


