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Pastor’s Pen: What Is Prayer? 
 
Big Ed attended the revival and listened to the preacher ask if anyone 
wants prayer. So, he lines up and the preacher says, “What do you 

want me to pray about?” Big Ed says, “I need you to pray for my hearing.” So, 
the preacher puts one finger in Big Ed’s ear and the other hand on top of his 
head and shouts, hollers, and prays a while. 

Then he stops, puts down his hands, and says quietly, “Big Ed, how’s 
your hearing now?” He responds, “I don't know; it’s not until next week at the 
courthouse!” 

This month we focus on a single question and answer from the West-
minster Shorter Catechism (WSC): 

Q. 98. What is prayer? 
A. 98. Prayer is an offering up of our desires unto God, 

for things agreeable to his will, in the name of Christ, with con-
fession of our sins, and thankful acknowledgment of his mercies. 
 There’s an acronym to help remember this definition of prayer: 

ACTS. Prayer is simply speaking to God and Adoring God’s greatness and maj-
esty; Confessing our sins; Thanking God for his goodness to us; and Supplicat-
ing (“earnestly asking”) God for what we need.  

 While this definition seems reasonable to us, I think many of us 
struggle with why we should spend precious time praying. As good Presbyteri-
ans, we believe that all things are already in God’s hands, that God already 
loves and forgives us through Christ. Moreover, when it comes to thanksgiving 
and adoration, we know that God’s not on an ego-trip, desperately needing us to 
thank and praise him. So why pray? What difference does it make? 
 Recall that in this section of the WSC, its authors are trying to show the 
ways that we connect with God’s grace in our daily lives. Prayer is one of these 
“means of grace.” In other words, prayer isn’t about changing (or flattering!) God; 
it’s about changing us. As we converse with God, struggle with God, and learn to 
trust in God, , the riches of his grace fill our lives more and more. 
 
1 Jean Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, XX.2. 
2 John Wesley, A Plain Account of Christian Perfection, XI.5. 
3 Peter Kreeft, Prayer for Beginners (Ignatius Press, 2000), 14. 

 

 
Research Opportunity 

Volunteers needed to Participate 
 The Heimstra Human Factors Laboratory from the University 
of South Dakota is seeking 18 individuals aged 25-50 and 18 
individuals aged 70 and older for participation in a research 

study. For this study, par-
ticipants will be asked to 
engage in an on-the-road 
driving task that measures 
visual scanning and turn-
ing performance at inter-

sections. This study seeks to explore the differences in these 
aspects of driving performance between age groups across 
different levels of cognitive workload. The study will require 
one hour of the participant’s time and will begin and end at 
The First Presbyterian Church. The Heimstra Human Factors 
Laboratory will supply a research vehicle for the driving por-
tion of the study which will take place on residential streets in 
Huron, SD. Those interested in participating should hold a val-
id driver’s license, current automobile insurance, and have 
normal or corrected-to-normal vision. Participants will receive 
compensation of $25.00, which can be kept personally or do-
nated to The First Presbyterian Church, following completion 
of the study. Your participation is confidential, voluntary, and 
you may leave the study early for any reason without penalty. 
For more information about this opportunity, please contact 
Jeannette Peterson (605-352-8789) or the researcher directly:  
 
Jon Vogl 605-651-1985 Jon.Vogl@coyotes.usd.edu  
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Do something special for your September 
Birthday by donating a penny for each year of 
your age to the PW’s Birthday Box in the east 
room. You will help fund their mission projects  
Have a special happy birthday! 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Visit the web site:  fpchuron.com 
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 (continued) 
Jesus once likened his favor to buried treasure (Matt. 13:44), 
that when we discover we rush to excavate! But how do we 
daily dig up God’s goodness for ourselves? Through faith. And 
the primary exercise of faith is prayer. In the words of French 
pastor and theologian Jean Calvin (1509-1564), we “…dig up 
by prayer the treasures that were pointed out by the Lord’s 
gospel, and which our faith has gazed upon.”

1 

 Remember that the core of the gospel is not immortali-
ty, prosperity, or happiness. The core of the gospel is intimate 
friendship with God. The Lord calls us to pray because con-
versation is essential to this closeness, not because he’ll for-
get to feed us unless we remind him to “…give us today our 
daily bread.”  

Because our restored bond with God is the heart of the 
gospel, and because prayer is a fundamental way we experi-
ence this new connection, John Wesley (founder of Method-
ism, 1703-1791) could even go so far as to say, “God does 
nothing but in answer to prayer.”

2
 It’s not as though we force 

God to act. Rather, God is committed to work in us and 
through us, teaching our hearts to trust him by working in con-
junction with our prayers. What a joy! What a responsibility! 

Catholic theologian Peter Kreeft writes,  
Nothing else can ever cure our sick world 

except saints, and saints are never made except 
by prayer. Nothing but saints can save our world 
because the deepest root of all the world’s dis-
eases is sin, and saints are the antibodies that 
fight sin. Nothing but prayer can make saints be-
cause nothing but God can make saints, and we 
meet God in prayer. Prayer is the hospital for 
souls where we meet Doctor God. 

3
 

Questions for Reflection: 
Do you have a time each day set aside for prayer? 

Why / why not? 
What steps will you take to make prayer a great priority 

in your life? 
Feel “stuck” in your prayers? Trying praying scripture, 

especially the book of Psalms. 
Scripture for Reflection: 

Psalm 86 
 

Next Month:  
WSC Questions & Answers 99-103 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

We’ve Got Mail! 

Dear Church family, 

 Thanks to everyone for all the cards, visits 

and prayers since I’ve been in Avera McKennan 

Hospital.  I am unable to write anything but I am 

working on regaining function in my hands and God is giving me 

strength.  I miss you all so much! 

Bev Erdahl 

I would like to thank everyone for coming out and making this 
year’s National Night Out great again.  Without the great commu-
nity support we would not be able to put on such a great 
event.  Please share this information with the great group of peo-
ple that came out and assisted you at your individual booths. 
 
I will hopefully be posting photos in the next couple of days, feel 
free to share them on the National Night Out page or the Huron 
Police Department’s page. 
 
If there is anything that you would like to see changed or willing to 
provide feedback please let me know. 
 
Thanks for all the hard work, 
 
Mark 

Sergeant Mark Johnson # 183 

Huron Police Department 

 
Deacons, 
 Thank you for the wonderful flower gift, it really brightened 
my day.  All the Best 
 Jay Morris 
 
Deacons,   
 Thank you for the card and flowers during my stay in the 
hospital. 
 
Jerry Galliger 



. 

September Funerals 
 

CAKE PROVIDERS AND WORKERS  
Milo & Donna Pietz, Jo Polly, Dwayne Poulisse, Jim & Ada 
Pownell, Jim & Jill Reimer, Joyce Reither, Charles & Connie 
Rowen, Darlene Sabers, Al & Jeanne Sager, Mike & Abby 
Scheibe, Alan & Brenda Schmidt, Brandee Throckmorton, Linda 
Schwartz. Ken & Nancy Shoultz Mike & Judy Stahly. 

 

September Celebrations 

Birthdays:   Bev Erdahl 82, Alvina Maher 86, Marvin Kelley 92, 
JoAnn Long 89. 
Anniversaries:  Tom & Kathy Perrenoud 35, Doug & Marlas Bal-
vin 56, Alan & Brenda Schmidt 25 

Baptism:   Hank J. Perrenoud, 7/23/2017 born 6/10/2017 son of 
Robert and Vanessa  Perrenoud, grandson of Tom & Kathy Per-
renoud,  Bill &Stephanie Myers and Roy and Mary Mehling. 

 

. 

 

PW Safe Birth Campaign       
Quarters save lives! 

100 quarters saves one life. 
Deposit quarters in the Blue Tube in the East Room 

 
  
         
 Do you have any idea how many 
salad bowls, and cake pans  are in the 
kitchen of First Presbyterian church? Too 
many!! 
 I certainly hope they are picked up 
before the Pot Luck in September!  
 
Check our website at:   fpchuron.com  

New Member Class 
 

At the young age of 23, Lt. Karl Marlantes oversaw forty other 
marines during an intense firefight during the Vietnam War. He and 
his platoon were pinned down by enemy fire and had no prospect of 
outside aid. Lt. Marlantes knew what he had to do. He writes: 

If I didn’t get up and lead, we’d get wiped out. I did a 
lot of things that day, but the one I’m most proud of is 
that I simply stood up, in the middle of that flying met-
al, and started up the hill. I simply ran forward up the 
steep hill, zigzagging for the bunker, all by myself, 
hoping my own soldiers wouldn’t hit me in the back. 
It’s hard to zigzag while running uphill loaded down 
with ammunition and grenades. 
As he was charging up the hill by himself, Marlantes suddenly 

noticed movement: 
It was a marine! He was about 15 meters below me, 
zigzagging, falling, up and running again. Immediately 
behind him a long, ragged line of Marines came mov-
ing and weaving up the hill behind me. They’d all 
come with me! Everyone was intermingled, weaving, 
rushing and covering, taking on each hole and bunker 
one at a time in groups. We, the group, just rushed for-
ward all at once. We couldn’t be stopped. Just individ-
uals among us were stopped, but we couldn’t be. I was 
we, no longer me.1 
“I was we, no longer me.” Sounds like St. Paul’s words, “So 

we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members 
one of another” (Rom. 12:5). All throughout the Bible, we can see 
God working among – and saving – a people of God. One way that 
Presbyterians take this reality seriously is by forming a “covenant 
community” – a family-of-faith we join not by birth, but by mutual 
promises. We make promises to turn from sin and rely on grace, to 
follow Jesus, and to devote ourselves to one another. 

This fall there is an opportunity to explore the meaning of 
those promises and to join the First Presbyterian community. I will be 
teaching our membership course, “Being Presbyterian,” on four Sun-
day mornings (Sept. 10, 17, 24, Oct. 1), 9:10-10:10am in Fellowship 
Hall (the westernmost room on the ground floor of the Christian Edu-
cation addition). Come to the course even if you’re not sure about 
joining. I’ve had many people attend the course 
over the years just to learn more about our faith. 

 
1 Karl Marlantes, “The Truth About Being a Hero,” The Wall 

Street Journal, Aug. 20, 2011. 

CENTS ABILITY UPDATE… 
Holy Buckets Penny Offering August  $315.00 

1/3 Hunger Program, 1/3 Men’s Prayer Breakfast/Salvation Army 
meat, 1/3 Helping Hands for food.  

Total for year 2017:  $2855.00 



Sunday School begins  September 10 @ 9:10am 

Worship at 10:30 
Men’s Prayer Breakfast  will begin September 17. 
The men meet for breakfast the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the 
month at 8:00 am at the Plains for breakfast.    
 
 
 

 
   Praise Team meets at 5:10   

                     Choir at 6:30 

 
K—8th grade, Senior Highs meet for a meal at 

6:00 pm. . 

Presbyterian Women will meet as one group the 

2nd Wednesday of the month at 1:30 pm in fel-
lowship Hall 
 
Bazaar/Luncheon  We will not be having a Fall Bazaar/

Luncheon this year, so we are asking for a donation.  We sug-
gest an amount equal to or more than the cost of a salad or pie 
and a luncheon ticket.  This will enable us to fulfill our mission 
work.  You can put your check made out to PW in the offering 
plate or take it to the church office.  We thank you for your par-
ticipation. 

  
 
 
An all-denomination bible study meets every 
Thursday morning at 9:30 upper level CE 
Wing.   All are welcome to attend.  The 
class is lead by Sandy Flindt. 
 

 
 

Youth Sunday School Schedule: 

• 9:10  Youth of all ages will meet in the sanctuary for an opening  
                prayer and offering. 

• 9:20  Pre/K, Middle School & Sr High classes in own rooms,  

•           1st-5th Grades –Music Room. 
      9:40-10:20 Grades 1st-5th in respective classroom for lesson. 

Opportunities for Adults:   

• 9:10am Pastor Andrew leads a New Members Class  

  (Sept. 10-Oct. 1). 

• 9:20 am Dawn Meink teaching Bible study on Prayer.  

  (Sept. 10-Oct 1). 

 

 

 

K - 8th Grade 

Schedule 
Registration–Sept. 13, Putters & Scoops–6:00pm 

Dinner and short Parent Meeting,  
Meal, and Mini Golf 

Bring a Friend who would like to join us! 
Families, friends and church-family are invited to come to 
Logos suppers (Wednesdays, 6:00pm) throughout the year.  

$2/person guests please. 
 

 9/13/2017 Registration & Parent's Meeting/Putters & Scoops 
 9/20/2017 Family Time, Bible Study,Worship Arts/Rec 
 9/27/2017 Family Time, Bible Study,Worship Arts/Rec 
 10/4/2016 Rec Night-Movie Night at the Church 

 

Senior High 
Kicks off Sept 10th  

With a cook out at Brandon VanOverschelde 
109 2nd NE 

 

Fall Supper October 29 



 Member Highlights 
                                                Ryan & Becky Eichstadt 

 

      Ryan was born in Huron and grew up in the 
country a couple miles from town.  He attended 
school in Huron and graduated from Huron High 
School.  His personal hobbies include hunting, 
fishing and home renovation projects whether it’s 
inside or out, as long as he is building or working 
on something he takes great pride in doing it right 
and making it the best that he can.  Most of his 
immediate family is in and around the Huron area 
so he’s able to keep in regular touch with them. 
       Becky was born in DeSmet and the family 
moved to Huron shortly thereafter.  She went to 

school in Huron and also graduated from Huron High School (one year after 
Ryan).  Her favorite things to do (besides being a mom) include gardening, 
crafting projects for the house, reading and cooking.  She has been a LOG-
OS teacher with Lisa Kopfmann for the past 10 years and will continue again 
this year. They teach the younger age groups anywhere from K-3 depending 
on the year. 
          Ryan and Becky were married May 22, 1999.  They have three chil-
dren, two daughters and a son, Ellie (15), Eastyn (11) and Jake (6).  Ellie is 
active with the Senior High Youth Group and prior to that attended LOGOS 
from the time she was in Kindergarten.  She also looks forward to Camp Rim-
rock each summer.  Outside of church she is involved with year-round Huron 
Swim Team and she also participates in track in the spring.  She kept busy 
this summer as a lifeguard at Splash Central.   Eastyn will be in 6th grade this 
fall. Her activities include Fusion Cheer & Dance for the winter season and 
Swim Team in the summer. This summer was her first experience with 
Church Camp as she attended Pioneer.  She and Jake both participate in 
LOGOS on Wednesday evenings.  Jake is just starting to get involved in ac-
tivities outside of the home and so far he favors hockey and t-ball so he’s an 
active kid and keeps his parents running. 

         As a family they enjoy camping most summer weekends and into the 

fall if possible. They enjoy having family meals together and take turns doing 

the preparing-  Ellie has claimed Sundays as her day to cook supper.  The 

family moved to a different house last fall so this past year has included a 

few extra projects working on making the new home “theirs” and they are 

getting settled in nicely and enjoying all of their new neighbors.   

 

 

Did you know… 
That we have a really awesome 
choir?   The choir director, Mia, is 
looking for people to add to that 
choir.  Mia has given a couple of 
Minutes for Mission touting the greatness of being in a 
church choir. They practice on Wednesday evenings at 
6:30PM. Because that might be a conflict for some people 
(senior high youth group, jobs, etc.) Mia is adding a Sunday 
morning practice as well.   Now, those of us that have 
‘always wanted to join choir’ can and should do so.  Show up 
at 6:30 PM on Wednesday, September 6th!! 
 
Did you know… 
That ordained Elders and Deacons (and ministers, of course)  
are the only members of the church that can serve commun-
ion?  You don’t have to be an active Elder or Deacon 
(currently serving), just an ordained one.   We have several 
in our congregation who meet that requirement.  Don’t be 
surprised if someday you are asked to step in and assist with 

serving communion.   It is a very 
moving experience.    Please say 
‘yes’ if you are ever asked to help.  
Anyone who believes in Jesus 
Christ as their Lord and Savior may 
partake in communion in our church.   
 

Did you know… 
That the Presbyterian Church has only 2 sacra-
ments?   They are the Lord’s Supper and bap-
tism.   
 
Note:  in the next couple of newsletters, I plan to have a fact 
or two in this column that is related to Presbyterian polity.   I 
think sometimes we forget what we know.   
 



 
 
 

Members  
 

Dewayne Poulisse            Don Urquhart          Bev Erdahl 
Jay Morris        Donna Pietz          Roger Biersted 
Helen Clark            Mahalia Connell           Charles (Al) Katz         
Kyle Klusman                    Lisa Hepper                  Ron Hastings              
JoAnn Long                   Alan Schmidt                 David Hook                  
Madelyn Nickelson           Ron Reed                      Melba Galliger             
Kathleen Amundson         Brandee Throckmorton    
                           

Military Personnel and Families 
President Trump       Government Officials   
Prison Inmates         Military Personnel & families 

 
Assisted Living, Nursing Homes & Home Bound 

Sun Quest Village:  Shirley Fullerton, Lorraine Jacobson, Idel 
McDonald, Eva Vilhauer, Joyce Reiter 
Stoney Brook Suites:  Madelyn Nickelson,  
Sun Quest Healthcare: Henry Sievers, Kathleen Amundson            
Violet Tschetter:  Ione Buckley 
Out-of-Town Nursing Homes:  Jill Baker,        
Courtyard Apts:  Marilyn Rogers, Ruth Winters   
Home Bound:  Mahalia Connell  
Sioux Falls Assisted Living:  Norma Bonnes 
 

+++++++++++++++ 

 
To: Hank Sievers and family on the     
      death of his sister Mary Gohring 

 
 
 

                                                        
     Elder of the Month:               Deacon of the Month:     
        Keitha Neuharth                                   Connie Rowen 
 
August attendance:   8-6      92 
        8-13  98  

 8-20  96 
 8-27  96 
 
 

  
  

 

           
Family & Friends 

 
Jack Alexander         
Michaela Biel (Dick & Pam Biel’s daughter-in-law) 
Molly Channell 
Kay Clayton (Chuck’s mother) 
Craig Connell (Mahalia’s son) 
Dale Crump (Galliger’s son-in-law) 
Kim Crump (Galliger’s daughter)     
Vivian Ferguson  
Neil Frey (former member had back surgery) 
Rick Featherstone (friend of Dawn Meink) 
Joyce Gardner (Sharon Hastings cousin)            
Jason Gehrt (Madelyn Nickelson’s  grandson-in-law) 
Larry Claypool (Renea Katz’s father)         
Arbadella Huber (Dick Biel’s aunt) 
Kenneth Kruger (Brenda Schmidt’s uncle 
Gladys Hrdlicka (Donna Meiers’ mother)       
Tami Israel (friend of Barb Peterson)         
Cloe Jesson (Marlene Gamber’s friend). 
Mary Louise & Leslie Jensen (Brenda Schmidt’s parents) 
Vicki Johnson (Kristi Letcher’s sister) 
Timothy LeRoux (Deannie’s son) 
Nakita Maddox (friend of Becki Lemke) 
Janelle Martinez (Louise Van Poll’s friend in the Peace Corp)   
Kim Mattke (Dawn Meink’s friend)       
Glen Millage (Pastor Andrew’s uncle)              
Delbert Minske (friend of Barb Peterson)  
Patricia Moore (Greg Hepper’s aunt) 
Susan Munion (Galliger’s friend) 
Marian (Wold) Martin (friend of Lori Magness)                                                                                
Roxi Miller (friend of Diane Clayton) 
Kathi Mueller (wife of Mike and daughter-in-law of Karen)  
Priscilla Mueller (Dick Biel’s aunt)          
Al & Jean Neifer (friends of Galliger’s) 
Ron & Doretta Nelson (sister of Berneice Muilenburg)      
Darek Nelson (Wade Katz’ nephew) 
Patty Ruehle (Chuck Groth’s sister)   
Rich Sabalier (friend of Berneice Muilenburg) 
Melvin Schlimgen (Donna Hepper’s dad) 
Marilyn Schiekoff (Phyllis Lemke’s sister)                 
Sonnie Schimke (grandson of Merle Schimke) 
Marcia Pietz Solie 
Patricia (Arth) & Louie Timp (friends of Ron & Sharon Hastings) 
James Teer (Mona Kotas’ brother-in-law)    
Amy Weller (Dar King’s daughter)             
   

 
 



         September 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 
      1 Bev Erdahl    

   82 

STATE FAIR 

2 

 

STATE FAIR 

3 

Worship                         9:30  
Holy Buckets 
 
 
STATE FAIR 

4 Tom &Kathy 

Perrenoud 35 

Last day of fair 

 

LABOR DAY 

(Office Closed) 

5       

 

School Starts! 

6 

Praise Team              5:10                  
Senior High              6:00  
Adult Choir              6:30                 
 

 

7 

 

8 

 

9  

10  Doug & Marlas Balvin 56 

 

 Sunday School Starts     9:10 

Worship                         10:30 
Communion  (extended) 
Bible Presentations 1st & 3rd  
grade 

11 

 

 12    
Ch. Ed.                              6:30 

Fin./Steward                      6:30 

Miss./Evan.                       6:30 

Bldg./Gr.                           7:00 

Church Life                       7:00 

Worship/Music                 7:00 

Session                             7:30 

13 Alvina Maher 86 

Presbyterian Women   1:30 

Praise Team                 5:10                  
LOGOS Registration   6:00               

Senior High                  6:00  
Adult Choir                  6:30                 

14  15  16 

 

17  Men’s Prayer Breakfast   8:00 

 

Sunday School                 9:10 

Worship                          10:30 
 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

Covenant Group         1:00 
Praise Team                 5:10                  
LOGOS                        6:00                  

Senior High                  6:00 
Adult Choir                  6:30                 

21      

 

 
 

 

 

22  

Marvin Kelley 

92 

 
 
 

23 

 

 

 

24 

Sunday School                 9:10 
Worship                          10:30 
Election of Officers  
Congregational Meeting 
POT LUCK 
October Food Drive begins 

25  

 

 

 

 

Meals on wheels 

 

26 

Alan & Brenda 

Schmidt 25 

 

 

Meals on wheels 

27  
Praise Team              5:10                  
LOGOS                     6:00                  

Senior High              6:00  
Adult Choir               6:30  
 
Meals on wheels 

28  

 

 

 

 

Meals on wheels 

29 

JoAnn Long 89 

 

 

 

Meals on wheels 

30 


