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The 4th week of the Session (Legislative Day 16)
ended with a total of 418 bills introduced (247 in
the House and 171 in the Senate). This number is
lower than expected as early projections were
around 500 bills. In order for additional bills to be
introduced during this session requires a suspension of the rules by a 2/3 vote of either House. Important deadlines are approaching which require
all bills to be approved by the Committee in the
House of Origin by February 23rd and to be approved by the House of Origin by February 24th.
The Governor’s package of bills to establish a tar-

get teacher salary and a target teacher ratio and
to revise certain provisions regarding education
funding (SB 131, SB 132 and SB 133) were introduced in the Senate on February 2nd. HB 1182,
the Governor’s bill to increase the State sales
and use tax for increasing education funding
and reducing property taxes was introduced in
the House on February 2nd. Several other bills
increasing the sales and use tax by varying
amounts to increase education funding were
also introduced. The process will now begin in
an attempt to reach a solution acceptable to
2/3 of the members in each House.

STATUS OF SDATAT BILLS
HB 1137 - An act to revise the distribution of registration fees from noncommercial gross weight vehicles.
1/28/16 - First read in House and referred to House
Transportation.

tion Committee) immediately and ask for their
support.
HB 1178 - An Act to authorize townships to regulate off-road vehicle travel in the ditches of
township roads.

2/11/16 - Expected to be scheduled for a Hearing in
the House Transportation Committee.

2/2/16 - First Reading House

An explanation and justification for the bill is presented on page 2. Please contact your local legislators (especially members of the House Transporta-

2/4/16 - Withdrawn by the Prime Sponsor with
concurrence of the SDATAT Board.

2/3/16 - Referred to House Local Government

(Continued on Page 2)

HB 1137 - An act to revise the distribution of registration fees from noncommercial gross weight
vehicles.

creases have been justified on the basis that the
larger farm equipment and heavier trucks are causing damage to local roads and bridges.

As you are all aware, the Registration Fees for NonCommercial Gross Weight Vehicles (farm trucks)
have increased dramatically over the past 5 years.
Table 1 (Page 3)shows the increases that have occurred since 2011 for various vehicle weights.

The chart at the bottom of Table 1 shows a comparison of the increases for automobiles, pickups
and vans during the same time period.

The fees had not been increased since 1999 and
were admittedly low with the rates for some
weight classes as low as 17% of commercial rates
and several lower than 35% of commercial rates.
The first increase in 2011 raised the rates up to
45% of commercial rates and in 2013 they increased to 60% of commercial rates.
SB1, that was approved last year, increased the
rates to 70% of commercial in 2015 and up to 80%
in 2016. As shown in Table 1, some of the rates
have increased by a factor of more than 4.0 during
this time. As an example, the rate for a vehicle
registered at a weight of 40,000 pounds has increased from $115 prior to July 1, 2011 to $520
effective July 1 2016 (an increase of $405 or a factor of 4.5). A vehicle registered at a weight of
80,000 pounds has increased from $391 to $1166
(an increase of $775 or a factor of 3.0). The in-

Figure 1 (Page 4) shows the amount of increased
collection of registration fees for this category of
vehicles with total collections increasing from
$5.78 million in 2011 up to an estimated $15.27
million in 2016 (a factor of almost 3).
HB 1137 proposes to revise the distribution of Registration Fees on Non-Commercial Gross Weight
Vehicles (farm trucks) by retaining all of those fees
in the county in which they are collected. The fees
would then be distributed: 65% to the County
Road and Bridge Fund and 35% to the Special Highway Fund and be distributed to Townships.
The concept of the bill is that since the large increases have been justified based on damage to
local roads and bridges caused by larger farm
equipment and heavier trucks, the funds should be
distributed and used to improve those roads and
bridges.

(HB 1178 Continued from Page 1)

The Resolution adopted by the membership at the SDATAT Annual Meeting was to give Townships
the same authority that the State and Counties currently have to regulate off-road vehicle travel on
highways under their jurisdiction. The intent was to give Township Boards the authority to prohibit
off-road vehicle travel when the highway ditches and ROW were being abused and damaged by careless or improper use of the ROW.
Unfortunately, immediately after introduction, the bill became extremely controversial as it was
viewed by some was an effort to authorize Township Boards to prohibit the use of highway ROW and
ditches for hunting and fishing access, agricultural activities, snowmobiling, etc. It was an unintended consequence that was not foreseen and it was determined to be in the best interests of the sponsors and SDATAT to withdraw the bill and avoid a major conflict over the issue.
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OTHER BILLS OF INTEREST
HB 1106 - An Act to exempt certain trees from
requirements related to the removal of vegetation and debris from township road rights-of-way
and to extend general immunity from certain civil
liability for trees located in the township road
right-of-way.
1/26/16 - First read in House and referred to
House Local Government
HB 1109 - An Act to exempt from liability persons
who voluntarily maintain certain no maintenance
roads.

1/26/16 - First read in House and referred to
House Judiciary
2/4/16 - Withdrawn at the Request of the Prime
Sponsor. “Following discussions and negotiations
with SDATAT. Deferred to 41st Legislative Day.
HB 1131 - An Act to direct certain vehicle registration fees to counties with unorganized territory.
1/27/16 - First read in House and referred to
House Local Government.

For More Information on Individual Bills go to: http://legis.sd.gov/

TOWNSHIP CALENDAR
February 15 - President’s Day
February 18 - Last Day to Advertise for Twp Annual Meeting (SDCL 8-3-1)
February 22 - Post notice 24 hrs prior to Feb 24th Meeting
February 23 - Required Township Mtg
March 1 - Required Township Annual Meeting (SDCL 8-3-1)
March 15 - Regular Twp Mtg for equalizing the assessment of property in your township
March 29– Regular township meeting of the “newly” elected township officials.
Reminder - any required meeting may be rescheduled for the following Tuesday at the same time and
place, due to inclement weather, without additional publication. Be sure that you have the reschedule date
in the initial agenda and publications. (SDCL 8-3-1)
**More information and detailed sample agendas available at: www.sdtownships.com**

IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION
To Track Legislation
http://legis.sd.gov/
To Listen To Committees Live:
http://legis.sd.gov/Legislative_Session/Committees/default.aspx?Session=2014
Address: Legislative Research Council
Capitol Building, 3rd Floor - 500 East Capitol Avenue
Pierre, SD 57501-5070
Phone:(605) 773-3251
Staff Fax: (605) 773-4576
Legislator Fax (Session Only): (605) 773-6806
Fax a Message (to a specific legislator) - 605 773 6806

