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Meet your 2018-2019 SDATAT Directors and Staff 
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ɯYour representatives are here to assist you. Contact 

information is available at : www.sdtownships.com 

 
Pictures from left to right: Bottom: Dustin Leiseth, Courtney Svennes, Terry Sletten & Calvin Musch. 

Second row: Darwin Bettmann.  Third Row: Travis Paulson, Mike Vande Weerd , Cindy Foster and John Graham 
Top Row: Jim Puffer and Tom Bisek. Missing from photo is David Scott, Ken Siemonsma and Nick Oyen. 

Special Thank You to Pam Gillespie  

Thank you for your dedication and enthusiastic contributions while on the SDATAT board. While   
we are sorry to see you go, we know you have much to offer the Canton area! Best Wishes! 



 

 

 

PRESIDENTõS  
COLUMN 

At the reorganizational 
meeting in April, I decid-
ed that it was time to 

hand off the presidency to another director.  
The board elected Dustin Leiseth. 

I would like to thank the board, passed and 
present for the support that I always had.  I 
would also like to thank the executive direc-
tors that made my job possible-Gail, Diane, 
Maureen and Terry. Thanks for all the hard 
work and help. 

I would also like to thank the SDATAT Lob-
byist Dick Howard and Dan Thyen for giving 
us the clout that we needed in Pierre to help 
get what townships need. 

It has truly been an honor to serve as presi-
dent. I hope the directors and all township 
officers give Dustin the same support I al-
ways had. Have a safe spring and stay safe! 

Jim Puffer 
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Posting Requirements for Meetings

Any regular township meeting that involves decisions made to 
approve bills, decide on road maintenance issues, etc.- 

¶ Post a readable, accessible, and visible agenda and notice 24 
hours in advance of the meeting at the clerkõs office or      
location determined by the board of supervisors.  Exception  
is an emergency situation where the advance notice is not 
required. Reasons for emergency meetings must be docu-
mented in minutes as to what constituted the emergency. 

Annual township meetings or special election meetings that  
require the vote of the township resident registered voters- 

¶ Post notice in legal newspaper for 3 consecutive days in a 
daily newspaper or 2 weeks in a weekly newspaper not less 
than 12 calendar days prior to the meeting.  Post visible  
agenda 24 hours in advance at the clerkõs office. 

Two Limit Levels for Bids: 

­ $25,000 for purchases of supplies and services 

­ $50,000 for public improvements 

SDCL-8-9-3 still exists and states òno township board of supervisors may 
purchase, lease or lease/purchase any road grader or other machinery or 
tool, the cost of which exceeds $15,000 without the approval of the 
voters of such townships in the manner provided by lawó 

PLEASE NOTE: òMEMBERS ONLYó 
WEBSITE PAGE NEW PASSWORD : 

Each year the South Dakota Association                
of Towns and Townships resets the password for the website    
òMembers Onlyó page. There you will find valuable resources              
and officer and directors contact info.  The 2018-2019 password will be 
ò2018TATó.  If you have trouble accessing this page donõt hesitate to 
contact our office and we will be happy to assist. 

REMINDER OF SOME HOT  TOPICS FOR THE 
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2018TAT  



 

 

 

ROADS & SIGNSé.. 

And The Townshipõs Liability 

!àɯ3ÈÔÐɯ2ÊÏÞÌÉÈÊÏ 

full maintenance road. Farming the right of way is not      
allowed, nor should trees be allowed to grow in the right of 
way. Any road designated as minimum maintenance should 
be signed as such. 

Insurance does not distinguish between full maintenance and 
minimum maintenance. Even on a minimum maintenance 
road, your board has the obligation to make sure that road is 
passable for spring, summer, and fall travel. Therefore, if a 
part of the road is unsafe due to a heavy rainfall or washed out 
culvert that road must be temporarily closed and signed as 
such. Failure to do so means your board could be liable! You 
must also make sure that the right of way on a minimum 
maintenance road stays clear of obstructions. Again, failure to 
do so can bring a liability claim against your board. 

The last designation on a township road is No Maintenance. 
This designation cannot be used on anything but an unim-
proved section line. There would be no maintenance done on 
such a road or path. The township is not required to maintain 
the right of way, but you still cannot allow farming of the 
right of way. Gates are allowed on the section line, but one 
would have to be able to open the gate; it canõt be locked.  

Theoretically, with a no maintenance designation, the boardõs 
liability concerning that section line is removed. However, so 
many factors can go into a claim to determine liability, that I 
cannot say that a board would NEVER be held liable for an 
accident on an unimproved section line. The townshipõs   
insurance policy still provides coverage for the defense of the 
township, and if the board were held liable, it would pay    
damages to the plaintiff.  

If your board has any questions in regards to insurance factors 
and the designation of your roads, please feel free to call 
Schwebach Insurance Agency or your local agent. 
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Safety Dividend Group Plan Approved By Your Association 

Safety Dividend Plan 
Available Through All  
Employers Mutual Agents 

Underwritten by Insurance Companies 

With the advent of the òNo Maintenanceó road designation 
which became legal in 2013, some of you may be wondering 
how the various road designations and signage affect your   
insurance. I would like to review the road designation      
options, signage, and the effect on your liability as a township 
board.  

There are three designations for township roads or section 
lines. The first and most common is Full Maintenance. A road 
with this designation must provide for safe year round travel 
on the road, and the entire right of way must be kept free and 
clear of obstructions, including weeds, crops and trees. On a 
full maintenance road, no signage is required. 

How does this designation affect your townshipõs insurance 
coverage? Your township board is responsible to make sure 
that this road remains safe to travel on, and that the right of 
way provides a safe path for a vehicle that would accidentally 
go off the road. If the road becomes impassable or dangerous, 
and your board is aware of the danger, it is your responsibility 
to temporarily close the road until repairs can be made, and 
you need to provide a temporary sign notifying the public as 
such. If your board is aware that there is an issue on this road, 
and you do not take any action to notify the traveling public 
or temporarily close the road, you could certainly be held 
liable for an accident that is caused, even in part, by the   
damaged or unsafe road or right of way. 

The next designation on a township road is Minimum Mainte-
nance. This designation allows for occasional or intermittent 
travel by a vehicle. The maintenance on this road would be 
anything less than the minimum standards for full mainte-
nance. Winter snow removal does not have to be done on a 
minimum maintenance road. However, the right of way must 
be kept free and clear of obstructions and still provide a safe 
path for a car going off the road, the same as is required for a 



 

 

Jim was born on July 14, 1931, in Watertown, SD  
to Albert and Loretta (Haan) Endres. He grew       
up the eldest of 11 children on a farm east of      
Watertown, attended Immaculate Conception 
School and graduated from Watertown High 
School in 1950. After serving in the U.S. Army, he 
returned to Watertown and was married to Teresa 
(Schlenker) Endres and later divorced.   

 Jim married Maxine Hallauer. He enjoyed a life   
of farming, selling real estate and providing public 
service. Jim loved his Hereford cows going back to 
his 4-H years. He had winning cattle at the Denver 
Stock Show, Fort Worth, Louisville and many   
places in between! He was awarded the ôSupreme 
Championõ at the 2011 Watertown Farm Show    
and in 2008, the show was dedicated to him as        
a life -long participant.  
 
Jim also belonged to the Yorkshire Association & 
Farmerõs Union. He was a member of Immaculate 
Conception Parish and belonged to Knights of   
Columbus. Jim was a State Representative,         
Watertown School Board member and founded the 
SD Township Association. He started a career in 
real estate in 1985 and served as president of the 
Northeast SD Board of Realtors for two terms and 
as State Director. Jim thrived on hard -work and 
was a òmover and shakeró in everything he did. 
 
 Jim is survived by his wife of 33 years, Maxine En-
dres, of Watertown; nine children:  24 grandchil-
dren; 21 great-grandchildren; nine brothers and 
sisters . 

 
SDATAT Newsletter article from  
November 1983 

SDATAT 2017 ANNUAL CONFERENCE SPONSORS  
 

  Platinum Contributors ($500+)               Diamond Contributors ($250-$499)     Golden Contributors (100-$249) 

Employers Mutual Co. Insurance  

Schwebach Insurance Company  

Minnehaha County Twp. Assn. SD  

Public Assurance Alliance  

Glacial Lakes Energy  

 

 

 

Colton Redi-Mix  

Climate Control, Inc.  
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